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[00:00:01] Barry Green: That's “Grateful Dead” and “Trucking” on DBCR ( https://dbcr.com.au/ )  . Business and community conversations sponsored by HarvestHighway.com.au . It's now 10:31. My next guest is Rob Horstman MLC (https://www.nationalswa.com/our-team/rob-horstman/ ) , a member of the WA Nationals. G'day, Rob. How are you going?

[00:00:18] Rob Horstman MLC: Good morning, Barry, and good morning listeners. Great to be along.

[00:00:21] Barry Green: Yeah. So, uh, this program I've been talking to MLCs in the previous government. I spoke to southwest MLCs or most of them, and but we no longer have regional representation as such, which, uh, sort of gives us permission to talk to all members of the Legislative Council who are paid to represent our interests. And I think it's important that our listeners get to know who the MLCs are and what they what, who they are, what they believe in, and their visions for Western Australia. So, uh, Rob, can you tell us a bit about Rob Hausman?

[00:00:55] Rob Horstman MLC: Yeah. Thank you. Barry. Uh, and the joys of technology. I'm getting a message here telling me my internet connection is unstable, which is one of the joys of being a member for Western Australia. I'm currently between Geraldton and Dongara on the way down to Perth for for some events this evening and tomorrow. In terms of me Barry a bit of a different story.

[00:01:21] Barry Green: I think your internet's giving us a bit of grief there  Rob, this is,  as we say, the challenges.  maybe I'll call you up on your telephone and we'll try . I lost you there for a moment, Rob. Maybe we better revert to the good old fashioned telephone, I think.

[00:01:42] Rob Horstman MLC: Let's try that. 

[00:01:44] Barry Green: Let's try that.

[00:01:44] Rob Horstman MLC: So you give me a call.

[00:01:46] Barry Green: I'll call you on the telephone. 
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[00:02:03] Barry Green: Well, we'll fade out of that,  having a bit of a technology problem. I’m talking to Rob Horstman via zoom. So we're reverting to old technology of the telephone. Are you there? Rob? Hello? Rob, can you hear me?

[00:02:16] Rob Horstman MLC: Yeah. I'm here. Barry.

[00:02:17] Barry Green: Excellent, excellent. So, we'll  start that again.  tell us about Rob Horstman.

[00:02:23] Rob Horstman MLC: Yeah, thanks. Barry. For me, I was born in the UK, emigrated over with my family when I was, ten and essentially schooled in Perth. Um, spent a bit of time back in the UK, did my university in Perth, and then, started spending quite a lot of time in regional WA. I'd always had an interest, in politics and something that became more acute when I met my now wife, who's actually, um, she's a wheat and sheep farmer just east of Northampton. So I'm the  spend, among other things, Barry. And it was at that point that, um, I got to understand, uh, quite quickly that the differences I saw between the services and the opportunities between regional WA, um, and the city, uh, and that piqued my interest a little bit more, uh, in, in politics. And then there was a couple of events, uh, a natural disaster in particular, called Cyclone Seroja, which I, a lot of people would be aware of that, that I believe has led me to where I am today, taking my seat in Parliament.

[00:03:31] Barry Green: So everything has a reason, looking back. And, uh, so how have you finding the experience there, Rob?

[00:03:41] Rob Horstman MLC: Look, I'm. I'm loving it. It's an absolute privilege to be there. And to your point, Barry, there's always a reason that you end up, uh, wherever it might be in life. And for me, it was it was Cyclone Seroja when that came through and devastated, you know, 700km of WA all the way from Kalbarri inland. And and it led to me thinking that there wasn't enough being done with a couple of other community or local champions. We started our own little group that supported and helped people in the area. I think sometimes even in a manner a little bit more quickly than the government was able to. And as a result, local government came about and from local government. I then thought, right, this is, um, this is my opportunity. So I, I can say that this incredible experience I'm having or I'm, I'm part of it does stem back to to that natural disaster and, and everything that I'm experiencing now. I mean, while it was a horrible, horrible event that occurred, um, for me personally and I hope the work I can do for Western Australians, it will become a positive.

[00:04:49] Barry Green: I think that's right. And I was talking to you yesterday. I was talking about the Lindsay Tanner book “Sideshow The Dumbing Down of Democracy”  (https://www.brotherhoodbooks.org.au/sideshow-dumbing-down-democracy-9781921844065 )   . And Lindsay Tanner was a Labour minister in the Hawke Keating government. Um, and he's talking about how the media is so influenced, the way our democracies goes. And politicians sort of have trouble getting a message out because it's all filtered by the, the various journalists and media companies. And, uh, this we're broadcasting this on community radio, I’m a volunteer.  and I think it's really important that, that politicians be able to say what they're thinking. So the microphone is open.  you've told people a bit about who you are. What's your visions for the future of Western Australia?

[00:05:37] Rob Horstman MLC: Well, you've touched on one very passionate element of where I like, see that I can I can help and hope influence. And that's the fact that you're a volunteer, Barry. And there are so many volunteers all over WA that, to a certain degree, are the fabric of the community that we live in. Uh, I feel very humbled to hold the the shadow portfolios of emergency services and volunteering, and I do have a great deal of concerns in both those portfolios in terms of where they might be heading. So to me, the idea of leadership, the idea of leadership without a title, these are themes that are incredibly important to me and something that I would like to help foster in the term of government or sorry, in the term of Parliament, hopefully one day a term of government that I have before me. In my inaugural speech, I spoke a lot about the fact that to my mind, as parliamentarians, yes, we are there to legislate. We are also there to leave. And to my mind, leading is about talking to the people, the constituents of now, which I have the whole of wa to um, along for the journey. Yeah, very important for me that particularly my shadow portfolios but everything that regional and metro based Western Australians are dealing with is something that, you know, I can help put put a lens on Barry.

[00:07:05] Barry Green: Yeah. And I think, uh, it's unfortunate that sort of tends to be a city country divide. But of course, the cities can't exist without economically and environmentally sustainable rural communities providing food. And and they're the primary industries and whether it's mining or food and fibre. And, uh, that's the foundation of the economy. Um, my high school economics taught me that, uh, they had primary industries, mining and agriculture, secondary industries, sort of value adding. And, and tertiary industries were sort of taking in the neighbours washing. And we've built an economy very much on, on uh, you're still there. No you're not. Okay. So we'll go to some music and come back and continue later.
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[00:08:02] Barry Green: Right. Hopefully we've got Rob Horstman back on the line. Hey, Rob.

[00:08:07] Rob Horstman MLC: Yeah. Barry. Thank you, I am yeah.

[00:08:09] Barry Green: So this is, uh, part of the challenges of regional Australia. There's telecommunications, but we were talking about, uh, the city country divide thing, which doesn't serve anybody well. So, um, and the, the current, uh, upper house is we no longer have regional representation, but we have MLCs from across the state. So in a way, that's been a good thing because it maybe it's helping to break down that divide Rob.

[00:08:34] Rob Horstman MLC: City country divide Barry. And I'm really glad you brought this up. Um, I was fortunate enough to do the Australian Rural Leadership Program, the RLP, several years ago, and one of the um, the main points I spoke about in that was, was was helping bridging the city country divide, which I felt was pretty eminent then. And I think that's only increased now. And certainly I feel from my perspective, having been brought up in the city, educated in the city and now living in the country, um, on a farming property, it certainly gives me a good insight into, into, I think, some of the problems there and the barriers, you know, our city cousins, if you want to say, or our country cousins, depending on where you live in regional WA or in the metro WA are incredibly important to the economy as a whole, as you've mentioned. And um, the powerhouse or the workforce element of our state is the region's, whether that being mining or farming or indeed tourism as well. So I do think that this is an ongoing problem and something that I do feel strongly in relation to helping, trying to bridge that gap. I wouldn't completely agree that the, um, the idea that that the reduced regional representation, you know, necessarily has been of a benefit, although I certainly do think that the opportunity to represent the whole of Western Australia does present a unique opportunity for the 42nd Parliament.

[00:10:09] Barry Green: Yeah. And you talked about tourism, and that's something I've been involved in. We had a farmstay for 20 odd years. And, you know, I used to enjoy the fact that we could engage with people like that. And I think tourism has a big place to play in, in sort of remaking the connection between farmers and eaters and sort of the whole agri tourism thing. And if we if people, you know, we tend to not know, people don't know what they don't know. And if we can use tourism for people from the city to engage with rural communities and farmers, I feel that must be a good thing. And this programs have sponsored by Harvest and Harvest Highway Inc was a government funded body created in the early 2000 to promote tourism and producers along the South Western highway and Byways, and it failed as an incorporated body, but it still exists as a network of businesses up and down the southwest. Highway and byways. And I think there's real opportunities to to use tourism and the internet to to maybe share ideas that aren't getting shared in the mainstream commercial media. Thoughts on that?

[00:11:16] Rob Horstman MLC: Yeah. Look. Absolutely. I mean, one of the greatest connectors I've seen and the nationals WA have always been a huge support, um, or supporters of the agricultural show. Um, the shows that we obviously have, um, around the state with the Brunswick show being one that I attended this year down your neck of the woods Barry and thought it was a fantastic event and just that ability to be able to talk to people face to face, and I suppose iron out some of those concerns or talk about some of those issues that people might not quite understand. A lot of conversations around firearms as a state issue. Live export as a federal issue. And obviously now we're going to, um, be doing a similar thing, I'd imagine, in relation to to what's happening with the fishing bans. Um, there is definitely more of a, an opportunity, I think, to connect in relation to, to trying to iron out these, um, and they are wrinkles. Um, and to your point, help people understand a little bit more about what is happening in regional WA.

[00:12:25] Barry Green: Yes. And the byline of this program, it's a business and community conversations. It all starts with a conversation. And I think it's so important, isn't it, that we do have these conversations. We need to talk to people with a different worldview.

[00:12:39] Rob Horstman MLC: That is something I believe really strongly. And I mean a bit about my history. I mentioned a keen interest in politics from from a young age, and, and a lot of that stemmed from my, um, my, my dad, uh, who was actually quite heavily involved in the in the Labour Party. Um, and obviously that was my first exposure to politics. So to have that exposure initially and then end up being and very happy and privileged to be a, you know, an MP for the nationals, WA. I think it speaks to your point, Barry, that it all does start with the conversation. We all can have different perspectives, we all can have different views. And obviously I see that a lot in Parliament and I've been part of that a lot in Parliament since it started, uh, this 42nd Parliament. And at the same time, everyone who gets into a leadership position and everyone who's in that Legislative Council is trying to better WA. It's just that often our views differ and the way we believe we can do that differs. It doesn't mean that we can't work together. And indeed we have to work together Barry to to bridge some of these gaps and, and to my mind increase, most importantly, the regional infrastructure all over um country WA. So people have the opportunity to to born, live, work and indeed die in regional WA without this heavy reliance on the metro area.

[00:14:07] Barry Green: Yep. And I think we're living through a period, profound period in history at the moment. And I think with the American government just turning the food pyramid upside down with the focus on on whole foods, fruit, vegetables, dairy and, uh, dairy and, uh, and meat and, and whole grains rather than the, the ultra processed foods. I think that is huge because having grown up in, in Donnybrook and seen the small farms go by the board, uh, but these, these whole foods are more labor intensive. Uh, so we've sort of, especially in the last 6 or 7 years, there's been this corporatization of everything, which I don't think serving as well. And if the America which is, you know, the leading capitalist country in the world can sort of get back to valuing wholesome food produced by small to medium sized family farms, that's going to have a flow on effect around the world, I believe, and that can be really good for regional Australia, because we've got to get people back into the regions and and these sort of more labor intensive industries are critical.

[00:15:21] Rob Horstman MLC: I can speak from a little bit of experience with that. As I say, coming from, well, my wife runs the family wheat and sheep farm and and yeah, certainly from our perspective that that microcosm, you know, the sheep work and the labor intensive nature of that. Um, it is incredibly hard work and it is incredibly rewarding. And I feel that regional and farming communities in particular do benefit a lot from that. And you speak to the fact that people in the regions, uh, is the, I suppose, the reverse multiplier effect you can talk about when people leave regions, because it's not just people leaving. It could be, you know, the person running the post office or the coach of the local footy team or, or whatever it may be. So yeah, I do agree that, you know, bolstering the regions from a people perspective is important. However, that doesn't come without the infrastructure, the health, the housing, those things that are critical to keep regional Western Australia strong. And to your point, that in turn keeps the whole of Western Australia strong.

[00:16:25] Barry Green: Yep. And I've been involved in regenerative agriculture, and I've sort of coined the term regenerative media for the the independent media that is providing a voice for community and small business. And the current West Australian winners of the Australian of the year award, Ian and Di Haggarty are ag farmers from up at Mollerin, and they talk very much about getting more enterprises back onto farms and and stacked enterprises. And Joel Salatin, who's part of the MAHA movement in America. He talks about the same sort of thing. So we do need to, you know, get get the enterprise back in. And there's the corporatization thing is all well and good. But, uh, when when farmland gets taken over by corporations, that has a devastating effect on the fabric of rural communities.

[00:17:13] Rob Horstman MLC: Yeah, I would agree with that. For the most part, I do think that corporates in their own, um, their own way. I mean, obviously they do bring um, certain things, uh, to, to farming and obviously that, that industry and at the same time, nothing to me is more important than, I suppose you could say, those mid-sized farms. So, I know, know the, um, the shadow Minister for agriculture, Lachie Hunter, has been very vocal in relation to supporting, obviously, um, those primary industries as well.

[00:17:43] Barry Green: Yep. And uh, the uh, as you did sort of allude to before, the big issue at the moment is the fishing thing. Do you want to comment on that or is that somebody else's portfolio.

[00:17:53] Rob Horstman MLC: Oh, no. Look, I mean, Chiarelli Ward, the member for Geraldton who's the shadow minister for fisheries, has been doing an incredible job in that in relation to, in conjunction with, with Shane Love. And there will be obviously the opportunity through fishing forums that are being, um, run in the upcoming weeks for people to to have their say. There's an element of this, and obviously there's a lot being spoken and rightly so, about the commercial element of it. And um, for those families, mental health and mental wellbeing has always been a huge, huge, um, topic and issue of interest for me, Barry for quite a long time. And, and I think it's first and foremost, you know, these people, these businesses, these multi-generational businesses have done nothing wrong, yet they have been, you know, hit with this bludgeon, this heavy handed approach. And I do hold great concerns as the financial pressures build and are building. And we're hearing that already Barry the impacts that will have on the mental health of and the well-being of of of these people who, as I say, have done nothing wrong, are often from multi-generational businesses. And the stress and the strain that that will put on them from a mental health perspective and from a mental wellbeing perspective. And also then in turn, the stress that will put on already under-resourced mental health services in the region. So there are so many elements to to the fishing bans, a lot that have played out, a lot that will continue to play out. I do concern, as I always do worry whenever anything like this happens in terms of the the impact it has on on the mental health and wellbeing of our regional communities. And as you would know, Barry, you don't have the the baseline or the the the platform to work off good mental health and strong wellbeing, then physical, mental health, everything else you know falls by the wayside. So so that is a genuine concern I hold about what we're looking at now with these fishing bans.

[00:19:55] Barry Green: Yep. Okay, Rob. Well, I guess, uh, any of our listeners who haven't heard of Rob Horstman before now know who you are, what you sound like, anybody who wants to get in touch with you, what's the best way to do that?

[00:20:10] Rob Horstman MLC: Oh, certainly. Um, I'm happy to Barry as you've got my contact details. Happy for them to be for them to be shared out. Um, I'm always happy for a chat. If you see me, uh, I like to think that I'm out and about a lot. So please, if you see me, um, around at shows, as I've mentioned, or these upcoming fishing forums or whatever it might be, the Brunswick show, come and have a chat, but always happy to engage. That is the privilege I have to represent all of Western Australia. And, um, you know, and I look forward to doing that to the best of my ability.

[00:20:41] Barry Green: Very good. Rob. And this conversation will be posted online later today. People can go to the DBCR website DBCR.com.au click on recordings and then it'll be under the Business and Community Conversations. I've also created a playlist of MLC conversations. There's an open invitation to all MLCs to come on this program and tell us who they are, what they believe in this. This is the fifth I've had. Uh, I have sent invitations to Labor Party MLCs so far. They haven't replied or declined, but I think it's really important that in a democracy, all our elected representatives be given the opportunity to present who they are and what they do. So thanks. Thanks so much, Rob.

[00:21:31] Rob Horstman MLC: No thank you, Barry and I do look forward to hearing some of my other upper House colleagues on, um, on your show. Thanks for all you do as a volunteer. And, um, you know, thanks to your listeners for tuning in. Really appreciate it.

[00:21:42] Barry Green: Okay. Thanks, Rob.

[00:21:44] Rob Horstman MLC: Bye for now. Thank you.

[00:21:46] Barry Green: Been talking to Rob Horstman, MLC from the WA Nationals.
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